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May 3, 2014

Victory Everlasting Gospel 

Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
The title of today’s sermon is: 

“Spiritualism in God’s Church Today”

Shall we pray …
“Spiritualism in God’s Church Today.” Pastor Vaughn, surely you are talking about the churches of Babylon and not the SDA Church; right? Well let me ask you this: are the churches of Babylon God’s church today? No they are not and have not been since 1844, when they rejected the first angel’s message. Sadly most people in those Protestant churches trusted their pastors, rather than to search the scriptures for themselves.

Deuteronomy 18:10-12
 There shall not be found among you [any one] that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, [or] that useth divination, [or] an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch,  Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer.  For all that do these things [are] an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee.

Deuteronomy 18:10-12 There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination (Fortune Telling), or an observer of times (Astrology), or an enchanter (Magician), or a witch (Psychic),  Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits (Medium with spirit guides), or a wizard, (Psychic or Clairvoyant) or a necromancer (Medium who consults the dead).  For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee.
Isaiah 8:19 And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead?

RSV And when they say to you, "Consult the mediums and the wizards who chirp and mutter," should not a people consult their God? Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living?
It is true that spiritualism is now changing its form and, veiling some of its more objectionable features, is assuming a Christian guise. But its utterances from the platform and the press have been before the public for many years, and in these its real character stands revealed. These teachings cannot be denied or hidden.  {GC 557.2}  

     Even in its present form, so far from being more worthy of toleration than formerly, it is really a more dangerous, because a more subtle, deception. While it formerly denounced Christ and the Bible, it now professes to accept both. But the Bible is interpreted in a manner that is pleasing to the unrenewed heart, while its solemn and vital truths are made of no effect. Love is dwelt upon as the chief attribute of God, but it is degraded to a weak sentimentalism, making little distinction between good and evil. God's justice, His denunciations of sin, the requirements of His holy law, are all kept out of sight. The people are taught to regard the Decalogue as a dead letter. Pleasing, bewitching fables captivate the senses and lead men to reject the Bible as the foundation of their faith. Christ is as verily denied as before; but Satan has so blinded the eyes of the people that the deception is not discerned.  {GC 558.1}

The apostles, as personated by these lying spirits, are made to contradict what they wrote at the dictation of the Holy Spirit when on earth. They deny the divine origin of the Bible, and thus tear away the foundation of the Christian's hope and put out the light that reveals the way to heaven. Satan is making the world believe that the Bible is a mere fiction, or at least a book suited to the infancy of the race, but now to be lightly regarded, or cast aside as obsolete. And to take the place of the word of God he holds out spiritual manifestations. Here is a channel wholly under his control; by this means he can make the world believe what he will. The Book that is to judge him and his followers he puts in the shade, just where he wants it; the Saviour of the world he makes to be no more than a common man. And as the Roman guard that watched the tomb of Jesus spread the lying report which the priests and elders put into their mouths to disprove His resurrection, so do the believers in spiritual manifestations try to make it appear that there is nothing miraculous in the circumstances of our Saviour's life. After thus seeking to put Jesus in the background, they call attention to their own miracles, declaring that these far exceed the works of Christ.  {GC 557.1}
Numbers 25:1-9
And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab.  And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did eat, and bowed down to their gods.  And Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor: and the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel.  And the LORD said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the people, and hang them up before the LORD against the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may be turned away from Israel.  And Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every one his men that were joined unto Baalpeor.  And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought unto his brethren a Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel, who [were] weeping [before] the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.  And when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw [it], he rose up from among the congregation, and took a javelin in his hand;  And he went after the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her belly. So the plague was stayed from the children of Israel.  And those that died in the plague were twenty and four thousand.

Nearly all forms of ancient sorcery and witchcraft were founded upon a belief in communion with the dead. Those who practiced the arts of necromancy claimed to have intercourse with departed spirits, and to obtain through them a knowledge of future events. This custom of consulting the dead is referred to in the prophecy of Isaiah: "When they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead?" Isaiah 8:19.  {PP 684.1}  

     This same belief in communion with the dead formed the cornerstone of heathen idolatry. The gods of the heathen were believed to be the deified spirits of departed heroes. Thus the religion of the heathen was a worship of the dead. This is evident from the Scriptures. In the account of the sin of Israel at Bethpeor, it is stated: "Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab. And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did eat, and bowed down to their gods. And Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor." Numbers 25:1-3. The psalmist tells us to what kind of gods these sacrifices were offered. Speaking of the same apostasy of the Israelites, he says, "They joined themselves also unto Baalpeor, and ate the sacrifices of the dead" (Psalm 106:28); that is, sacrifices that had been offered to the dead.  {PP 684.2} 

  The deification of the dead has held a prominent place in nearly every system of heathenism, as has also the supposed communion with the dead. The gods were believed to communicate their will to men, and also, when consulted, to give them counsel. Of this character were the famous oracles of Greece and Rome.  {PP 684.3}  

 The belief in communion with the dead is still held, even in professedly Christian lands.

And I submit to you that we have spiritualism through communion with the dead in God’s church today. I further submit to you that we have spiritualism through communion with the dead in the Victory Everlasting Gospel Church today.

Pastor Vaughn, surely too much preaching has made you mad. Did we hear you say that we have spiritualism through communion with the dead in the Victory Everlasting Gospel Church today?  YES!
We have read the following scriptures, Romans 6:1-7, perhaps many times. But did we just read a lot of words without understanding what these scriptures are really saying? Let’s read it together slowly:

Romans 6:1-7
“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? The last sentence one more time, How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? One more time, How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Going on, Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin.”  
Last two sentences again, Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin.”  

All right Pastor Vaughn, now explain how someone here at Victory could be communicating with the dead. 

Paul just said, How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?  

Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin. James 4:17 

We know, because we have studied the subject, that eating flesh foods is something God has been leading His people away from. But we keep telling ourselves that one day I will become a vegetarian. Will that be when the doctor says that you have a stage 4 cancer? 

We know that God has made it clear that He does not want His people to engage in competitive sports, either as a player or a spectator. But when will we be convinced? When probation has ended maybe?

When we were baptized, what were we supposed to be burying? The old man of sin. Be more specific. The carnal nature. So, the carnal nature is dead, right? Then why are we communicating with the dead? Why are we loving what the world loves that does not focus on Jesus? 
Why are we watching unprofitable television? Outside of news and weather, by unprofitable, I mean that which does not contribute to your spiritual growth. Do the entertainment programs contribute to your spiritual welfare?

Would you classify commercial TV spiritual or worldly?

Do the movie theaters or theaters where they have plays focus on Jesus or is it primarily comedies or drama with murders and sex, with financial gain as its motive?

Spiritual or Worldly?

What about County Fairs, Circuses, Carnivals?

Spiritual or Worldly?

What about competitive sports? Does baseball, football, basketball, hockey, soccer, and any other competitive sport prepare you for the Second Coming? 
Spiritual or Worldly?

What about large picnics, celebrations, family reunions where alcohol is usually served as well as food God calls abominable.

Spiritual or Worldly?

What about cruises, trips and exotic vacations where considerable money is spent?

Spiritual or Worldly?

When we engage in these worldly activities, it is as if we are giving mouth to mouth resuscitation to the supposed dead carnal nature. We want to love what the world loves and we want to go to heaven.

When we live in a way that is contrary to God’s will, why should we expect God to bless us.

He brought us out of Egypt, in other words the world, for which we are grateful, but why do we still want the fleshpots of Egypt, why do we still want the games and entertainments of Egypt? It’s because we love the world and what the world has to offer. How can we possibly be considered worthy of eternal life when we love what the world loves?
How can we possibly be considered worthy of eternal life when we love what the world loves. 1 John 2:15, 16 
“Love not the world, neither the things [that are] in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  Read verse 15 again, “Love not the world, neither the things [that are] in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. Do we really want the love of the Father in us? Does this scripture say that if we love what the world loves that we can have the love of the Father in us? The definition of is not, is, is not. For some strange reason, we really don’t believe that God means what He says.

For all that [is] in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”    
Who won the college basketball championship three years ago, or who won the super bowl four years ago, or even last year? Does it even matter today? In eternity is it really going to matter who won the last college basketball championship?. Then why is it important now? It is showing that we love what the world loves. We need to be building our spiritual natures to meet Jesus, not feeding the carnal nature. “… but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”  I’m preaching to myself as well. We have to figure out what should be our highest priority.

What would it be like to wake up in the second resurrection, outside the New Jerusalem, with no second chance, and a God who says, I never knew you because you loved the world more than Me. That is a real possibility when we read, “If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”

Pastor Vaughn, why do you harp on this so much? Why? I have harped on this because our people listen and that is the extent of it. There is no reform. I have learned that the job of an under shepherd is to see that all the sheep make it into the New Jerusalem. Listen to my responsibility as found in Ezekiel 33:7-9 
So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me.  When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.  Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; if he do not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.

God is more than willing to exchange a robe of Christ’s righteousness for our filthy rags. This is a character issue. But for some reason, we want to be saved in our filthy rags! Why? Do we like the smell? If we choose to hang on to what the world offers and loves, the robe of Christ’s righteousness will not fit.

Like the Psalmist we must say, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” Psalm 119:11. And then, not only say it, but believe it and live it.
Deut. 7:6 “For thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto Himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth.”
Matthew 5:48, He said, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”

Hear these words from God’s prophet COL 281.1 “Let none flatter themselves that sins cherished for a time can easily be given up by and by. This is not so. Every sin cherished weakens the character and strengthens habit; and physical, mental, and moral depravity is the result. You may repent of the wrong you have done, and set your feet in right paths; but the mold of your mind and your familiarity with evil will make it difficult for you to distinguish between right and wrong. Through the wrong habits formed, Satan will assail you again and again.”  {COL 281.1}
There must be a deliberate decision for Christ. We must accept His salvation. We must give Him permission to work His will in our lives. Through the power of the indwelling Christ we can fulfill the law of God. We can stop communicating with the dead by not feeding the carnal nature. We can become overcomers.
This is how Paul could say in Galatians 2:20, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

“The Lord expects no less of the soul now than He expected of man in Paradise, perfect obedience, unblemished righteousness. The requirement under the covenant of grace is just as broad as the requirement made in Eden--harmony with God's law, which is holy, just, and good.” {COL 391.2}

Be ye holy is a command of God that one must choose to be obeyed. None but holy people will ever live in the presence of a Holy God. Being holy is a choice. 
We need to take serious note of this statement, “It is a solemn statement that I make to the church, that not one in twenty whose names are registered upon the church books are prepared to close their earthly history, and would be as verily without God and without hope in the world as the common sinner. They are professedly serving God, but they are more earnestly serving mammon. This half-and-half work is a constant denying of Christ, rather than a confessing of Christ. -General Conference Bulletin, 1893, pp. 132, 133. We’re talking about being safe to save. God is not taking the unconverted to heaven no matter how holy they think they are. Not one in twenty whose names are registered upon the church books are prepared to close their earthly history. Not one in twenty is less than 5%, and we are talking about in Ellen White’s time when there was no TV, Movie theaters, major league sports and other distractions. When people used their spare time to study God’s word.
The apostle says, "Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof." Let every soul heed these words, and know that the Lord Jesus will accept of no compromise. {TM 171.1}   Isn’t compromise a doorway to sin?
The word of God says in Joshua 24:15
“And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; … but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”
Let us pray …
